Sand in the Wheels 


N° 159 -Wednesday 01 J anuary 2003 





WISHES OF PEACE 


Content 


1. Argentina: Exclusion claims its destined victims (By 
Dafne Sabanes Piou) 

This week, in the province mentioned, six children died of 
hunger thus joining the other 359 newly borns who have died 
there so far this year , although not all died from problems 
related to malnutition., Cold statistics, however, show that in 
Argentina three children die everyday from starvation or poverty 
related diseases. 

2. Is The WTO Collapsing Under Its Own Ambitions ? (By 
Nicola Bullard) 

Perhaps the best assessment of where the WTO is heading 
comes from PSI deputy secretary Mike Waghorne who, in an 
end-of-the-year state of play email quoted Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn: "You only have power over people as long as you 
don't take everything away from them. But when you've robbed 
a man of everything, he's no longer in your power - he's free 
again." 

3. Court Orders Bush Administration Must Give Trade Documents to the Public (By Earthjustice, Public Citizen, 
FOE and CIEL) 

A U.S. District Court today ordered the Bush administration to make public documents by revealing U.S. and foreign 
government positions in trade negotiations with potential impacts on domestic public health, labor, and environmental 
laws. 

4. In Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York GE Workers Strike Against Globalization (By Alexandra Brown) 
Picket signs proclaimed “Jobs Not Greed” and highlighted retired GE CEO Jack Welch’s outrageous retirement perks 
worth $2.5 million, $9 million per year pension, and stock assets worth $900 million. Strikers contrasted this with 
impending job losses. While job losses due to the downturn in commercial aircraft orders since 9/11 are real, the union 
targeted company outsourcing as the real villain. 

5. The "Buy American" Aid Package (By Conn Hallinan) 

A recent White House proposal, the Millennium Challenge Account, would be doled out to impoverished countries — on 
condition that, besides instituting democratic changes, they agree to free trade for American goods and services. 

6. Bush in Mauritius (By Ashok Subron) 

President Bush is due to visit Mauritius in January on the occasion of the AGOA Business & Heads of State Forum. This 
letter, with a Declaration to be presented to Bush, was sent to this newsletter by activists from the Parallel Peoples' 
Forum Initiative. 





Photo (in pdf format version only). 
« Gifts for Pascal Lamy » http://france.attac.org/site/theme.php?idpage=31 &langue=2 





Argentina: Exclusion claims its destined to Argentinians. The crisis continues unabated, despite 
victims announcements of recovery emanating from 
government offices. The consequences of the 


By Dafne Sabanes Piou 
Translation. Prudence Dwyer. coorditrad@attac.org 
Volunteer translators (*) 


Pictures of undernourished children in Turcuman, one 
of the provinces with the richest soil in the country, 
known as " the garden of the republic" owing to the 
variety and beauty of its vegetation, were a bitter blow 


neoliberal economic policies imposed on the country 
during the decade of the nineties are now all too visible 
and are claiming their victims from among the smallest 
and most defenceless. This week, in the province 
mentioned, six children died of hunger thus joining the 
other 359 newly borns who have died there so far this 
year , although not all died from problems related to 
malnutition., Cold statistics, however, show that in 
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Argentina three children die everyday from starvation or 
poverty related diseases. 


At the start of the nineties, the Brazilian theologian, 
Jung Mo Sung, produced a detailed analysis of 
neoliberal market ideology in his book " God in an 
economy without heart". There he stated bluntly that 
"the exclusion and death of the poor is a prerequisite for 
the harmony and prosperity of market members." 


The death of the poor is a requisite and a route leading 
to full implementation of the market system. During the 
decade of the nineties, Argentinian GNP increased 
55%, but the wealth remained in a few hands and was 
not shared out; while on the contrary, enormous 
amounts of currency were sent abroad in a capital flight 
without precedent to swell the assets of transnational 
undertakings or the Argentine upper middle class, 
which is as lacking in patriotism as the money it 
handles. 


After the devaluation of the peso which occurred at the 
beginning of the year, wages in the official market 
dropped 20% and in the unofficial market 40%, while 
goods in the so-called "family basket" are registering a 
rise of 73.5%. According to recent studies by private 
consultancies only 20% of the population have incomes 
in excess of the basket average, while more than 50% 
of the population live in poverty. The most recent 
statistics also report that Argentine wages are the 
lowest in Latin America, equivalent to an average of 
230 dollars monthly. 


Childhood exclusion. 


There are Argentine provinces where 20% of the newly 
born already suffer from undernourishment. They come 
from households of the unemployed or not fully 
employed who for several years have had no chance of 
getting a basic diet, health care or the minimal 
conditions necessary for self-respect. The infant under- 
nourishment and tragic death of children from hunger 
which now occupies the headlines and reports of the 
principal media are no more than the tip of the iceberg 
in an exploitative social situation. The undernourished 
youngsters are the children of under fed mothers and 
the fruit of an economic system which brought about a 
savage rise in unemployment -( 22% of the 
economically active population) -, the closing of 
factories and centres of agricultural production and the 
concentration of cultivable land and the means of 
production in just a few hands. 


The agricultural population drifted away to the outskirts 
of the towns hoping to find better opportunities of work 
there. .But this was not so, the recession is also hitting 
the urban population hard and poverty conditions are 
worsening in the townships. It is the small children who 
are worst affected. If their families are not receiving 
social assistance from government or private bodies it 
is very likely that will not have a full meal even once a 
day. The story of a Tucuman mother saying that her 





small baby, now dead, had lived for a month on nothing 
but an infusion of herb tea is horrifying. 


The situation of school-age children is no better. The 
majority of public schools in the districts around the big 
cities have been turned into peoples' canteens. Of the 
four hours of class ,the children spend half their time 
divided between their breakfast or morning snack and 
their lunch. Studies carried out by educational 
psychologists point out that a major part of the children 
no longer get any appropriate training. They attend 
school in order to eat and because there they feel 
secure. They play with their friends, they are away from 
the street for four hours, but they do not carry out the 
work set or do any studying. The consequences of the 
undernourishment they have suffered since infancy are 
already apparent. According to reports from tne 
Argentine Pediatric Society the children of very poor 
households who have insufficient food during the first 
two years of life, present a development coefficient 
lower than normal when they reach the age of five. It is 
difficult to pay attention in class when your stomach is 
empty. 


Now that photos of the undernourished are filling the 
principal newspapers there is going to be a great 
campaign to feed the poor families of Tucuman. "We 
will go from house to house" , declares Hilda "Chiche" 
Duhalde, wife of the Nation's President, anxious to be 
seen as a champion of solidarity with the most needy.. 
Although sacks of food and also emergency care are 
more than necessary in very poor households, will the 
authorities start to question the prevailing economic 
model which continues generating poverty and 
exclusion ? To what extent will a descent into 
patronising practices be avoided, when the poverty 
stricken electorate has, without doubt, an essential part 
to play in the system ? 


In a radio presentation, a representative of popular 
organisations declared that " in the squads there are no 
undernourished children ".There, solidarity work, mutual 
support and sharing of resources make it possible for 
extreme situations to be avoided. Grassroots social 
movements strive to ensure that their children and 
young people do not forfeit their physical and 
intellectual vigour. Outstanding leaders are needed in 
the struggle for a more just society and confronting 
hunger means more than distributing free food. To forge 
healthy men and women. literate and knowledgeable 
regarding their rights has become a social duty. So too 
has putting an end to years of exclusion. 


Information Service "Alai-amlatina" Latin American 
Information Agency info@alai.ecuanex.net.ec URL: 
http://alainet.or: 


Is The WTO Collapsing Under Its Own 
Ambitions ? 


By Nicola Bullard. Deputy director of Focus on the 
Global South 


Just one year after the industrialised countries 
triumphantly announced the launching of the "Doha 
development round" of trade negotiations, the WTO is 
collapsing under the weight of its own ambitions. 


In the past month, discussions on TRIPS and health - 
seen by many as the only positive outcome of Doha - 
fell into disarray when African governments walking out 
in disgust. One week before the end of the year, there 
is still no sign of a deal, despite the US' heavy-handed 
efforts to blackmail Southern governments to accept 
their demands that the agreement be limited to three 
diseases, plus a long list of other constraints that would 
effectively kill the local pharmaceutical industry in 
developing countries where they already exist, and 
force the rest to source from the West. So much for the 
"big win" of Doha. 


The WTO has also been rocked by industrial action, as 
secretariat staff engaged in a two-week "go-slow" to 
support their demands for pay increases and additional 
staff. The staff association claims that the there has 
been no pay increase in twelve years (since the GATT 
days), that the workload has increased by 30 per cent 
since 1999, that the total numbers of words translated 
has increased by 29%, formal and informal meetings 
are up by 35% and technical assistance activities has 
increased by 25%. However, staff levels have increased 
by only 5% during this period and staff costs only 7.8%. 
Meanwhile, in October Dr Supachai received a hefty 
pay increase, retrospective to his starting date of 1 
September, of approximately CHF45,600 (USD 31,875) 
per year to his base salary of CHF287,000 (USD 
200,610) per year. 


The problem is not new: many developing country 
delegations know first hand the impossibility of trying to 
keep pace with the over-blown agenda when they 
simply don't have the staff to cover all the meetings and 
keep up with the negotiations - even when their own 
commercial interests are at stake. 


It seems that the WTO staff has drawn the same 
conclusion; the WTO agenda is too full and the 
workload impossible to manage. This advantages the 
rich countries which have scores of legal experts, trade 
lawyers and negotiators to monitor every committee 
meeting and to read every document, but it is a huge 
obstacle for delegations from developing countries. The 
solution is not to push the developing countries and the 
staff to keep up with a few rich countries, but to slow 
down the whole agenda to give everyone - staff 
included - the time to do the work properly and fairly. 


Dr Supachai Panitchpakdi, director general of the WTO, 
is also nervous about the overloaded agenda, a 
concern that came out very clearly in his assessment of 
progress to the Trade Negotiations Committee in early 
December when he said that "with a number of 
deadlines now before us, we must be aware of the 
danger involved in putting too much off for later. We 
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cannot risk overloading the agenda for ministers at 
Cancun. If that ministerial conference is not a success, 
then | fear the whole round could be put into jeopardy." 


Supachai's warning is designed to put pressure on all 
the members to resolve their differences, but it also 
shows that the fear of a Cancun meltdown is never far 
from his mind, not surprising given that Supachai has 
staked his own success to the conclusion of the Doha 
negotiations by 2005. 


The latest sign of a deep crisis in the WTO is the 
agriculture modalities overview paper released on 18 
December by the chair of the agriculture committee 
Stuart Harbinson. In the words of veteran WTO watcher 
Chakravarthi Raghavan, the 90 page paper "put(s) one 
more nail in the coffin of the 'develooment agenda’ of 
the new round of negotiations and the work programme 
launched at the 4th ministerial meeting in Doha in Nov 
2001" while the US Institute for Agriculture and Trade 
Policy say that it shows "just how far apart developed 
and developing countries remain." 


"It stretches reality to think that the WTO can take 90 
pages of major differences and turn it into 10 
agreements in three months, and then the agreement 
put on hold until other item," said the IATP in their initial 
response. 


But, perhaps the best assessment of where the WTO is 
heading comes from PSI deputy secretary Mike 
Waghorne who, in an end-of-the-year state of play 
email quoted Alexander Solzhenitsyn: "You only have 
power over people as long as you don't take everything 
away from them. But when you've robbed a man of 
everything, he's no longer in your power - he's free 
again." 


Contact for this article. Nicola Bullard 
N.Bullard@focusweb.org - Focus on the Global South 
(FOCUS) - c/o CUSRI, Chulalongkorn University - 
Bangkok 10330 THAILAND - Tel: 662 218 
7363/7364/7365/7383 - Fax: 662 255 9976 - Web Page 


http://www.focusweb.org 


Court Orders Bush Administration Must Give 
Trade Documents to the Public 


By Earthjustice, Public Citizen, FOE and CIEL 


Ruling sets precedent for greater transparency in FTAA 
and future 


December 19, 2002 


Washington, DC - A U.S. District Court today ordered 
the Bush administration to make public documents by 
revealing U.S. and foreign government positions in 
trade negotiations with potential impacts on domestic 
public health, labor, and environmental laws. The court 
ordered the Office of U.S. Trade Representative to 
reveal the documents by January 17, 2003. 
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At issue in the court's order were documents requested 
by public interest organizations that the U.S. had 
already shared with foreign governments - in this case, 
Chile - but had refused to show to U.S. citizens. While 
the U.S.-Chile trade agreement was finalized last week 
and now heads to Congress for approval, this decision 
sets a legal precedent for a more transparent and 
democratic process that has been sought by public 
interest and environmental organizations for years but 
denied by both the Bush and Clinton administrations. 


The court's order was the result of a lawsuit filed in 
November 2001 by Earthjustice on behalf of the Center 
for International Environmental Law, Friends of the 
Earth, and Public Citizen. These groups are concerned 
that the new international trade rules could weaken U.S. 
and Chilean environmental and health standards. 


"This ruling raised the bar for transparency in future free 
trade negotiations like the Free Trade Area of the 
Americas," said Martin Wagner, director of international 
programs for Earthjustice. "From now on_ the 
government can no longer negotiate in secret, hiding its 
actions from the public until it's too late to change the 
terms of the agreement. The court's decision will give 
the public the information it needs to make sure the 
government is truly negotiating in the people's interest." 


Marcos Orellana of the Center for International 
Environmental Law said, "This ruling will finally provide 
an entry point for meaningful public participation in 
trade negotiations. The public can only provide 
meaningful input if the trade negotiation process is open 
and transparent." 


Using the Freedom of Information Act, the groups 
asked USTR to disclose documents shared between 
US and Chilean negotiators during meetings over the 
last two years. Under discussion were investment 
provisions of the proposed trade agreement that would 
limit the ability of U.S. federal, state, and local 
governments to protect their own health standards and 
environmental laws. Similar investment provisions in 
NAFTA have been the basis for a $1 billion challenge to 
a California plan to phase-out the use of the harmful 
gasoline additive MTBE, and a $16 million award to the 
US-based Metalclad corporation after it was denied a 
construction permit for a hazardous waste dump by a 
Mexican municipality. Extending these rules in an 
agreement with Chile could further weaken the ability of 
the United States and Chile to protect the environment 
and human health. 


David Waskow, trade policy coordinator for Friends of 
the Earth, said, "This decision sends a strong message 
to the Bush administration that negotiations and 
proceedings must not stay behind closed doors. It's 
now up to the administration to take the issue of 
transparency seriously and make the rhetoric of public 
participation a reality." 





"| would hope USTR would not appeal this decision and 
finally see the writing on the wall," said Mary Bottari, 
Director of Public Citizen's Harmonization Project. "The 
public deserves a voice in trade policy, especially when 
these commercial agreements contain provisions that 
could trump state and local environmental and public 
health laws." 


Contact: Brian Smith, Earthjustice, (510) 550-6714 
Chris Slevin, Public Citizen (202) 454-5140 David 
Waskow, FOE, (202) 783-7400 Marcos Orellana, CIEL 
(202) 785-8700 


In Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New York GE 
Workers Strike Against Globalization 


By Alexandra Brown. Executive Board, IUE-CWA Local 
201 


In the latest skirmish in its battle against General 
Electric’s globalization strategy and destruction of 
members’ jobs, for four days in late October Local 201 
of the International Electronic Workers-Communications 
Workers struck GE’s Lynn, Massachusetts plant, which 
makes engines for jet fighters. 


The IUE-CWA contract with GE gives the union the 
right to strike locally over exhausted grievances. 
Currently, the local has 2,500 members, down from 
8,000 in the early 1980s. 


Local 201 is not alone in taking or threatening strike 
actions. The largest unionized GE plant, in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, represented by United Electrical Workers 
(UE) Local 506, has conducted two-hour strikes over 
outsourcing and job loss. The fourth largest GE plant, in 
Schenectady, New York, has served strike notice over 
outsourcing. 


The IUE-CWA international is threatening job actions in 
January over company increases in health care costs 
before contract expiration in June 2003. The union 
expects the difficult contract talks to focus on pensions, 
health care, and jobs. 


GLOBAL CONTEXT 


Local 201 has been active in the global justice 
movement, leading delegations to demonstrations in 
Seattle and Quebec. President Jeff Crosby put the 
local’s fight for jobs in a global context: “The business 
press says each country of the world ‘does what they 
do best’ in an efficient division of labor where the 
market provides a ‘win-win’ world. Leaders from Local 
201 have traveled in the last year to Mexico, Brazil, and 
Colombia. And we can tell you the results. Apparently, 
what Colombian workers do best is: get shot. And what 
Brazilian workers do best is: get fired for organizing. 
And what we do best in the U.S. is: get laid off. And 
what GE does best is: make $16 billion a year in 
profits!” 


The local won the support of local political and 
community leaders, including Senator Ted Kennedy 
and Congressman John Tierney, who both addressed a 
picket line rally. To keep up the pressure on elected 
Officials, the local has asked members to collect 
signatures of family, friends, and neighbors on a petition 
calling for congressional investigation of GE’s 
outsourcing of both commercial and military work. 
Local 201 chief negotiator Ric Casilli said that the strike 
was demanding that “GE bring back work for about 35 
people to avoid layoffs.” GE indicated that as many as 
100 layoffs at the Lynn Riverworks plant might occur 
during the first half of 2003 and that it intends to send 
another 42 jobs to Romania in August. 


JOB SHIPPING 


Particularly aggravating to members were GE’s tactics 
with military contracts. GE accepted $750 million in tax 
dollars to develop the most advanced jet fighter engine, 
promising to keep the work in Lynn. It had no qualms 
about announcing big orders at the same time it made 
plans to outsource the work all over the globe. GE even 
demanded that its suppliers move work abroad. “The 
question is not whether but when you will move,” GE 
told vendors at a conference in Monterey, Mexico. 


Picket signs proclaimed “Jobs Not Greed” and 
highlighted retired GE CEO Jack Welch’s outrageous 
retirement perks worth $2.5 million, $9 million per year 
pension, and stock assets worth $900 million. Strikers 
contrasted this with impending job losses. While job 
losses due to the downturn in commercial aircraft 
orders since 9/11 are real, the union targeted company 
outsourcing as the real villain. 


[For more information and 
www.Local201iuecwa.org.] 


pictures, see 


Contact for this article. Marsha 


marsha@labornotes.org 

Published in collaboration with Labor Notes. 'Labor 
Notes' is a monthly magazine based in Detroit, USA. 
We are committed to reforming and revitalizing the 
labor movement. We report news about the labor 
movement that you won't find anywhere else. News 
about grassroots labor activity, innovative organizing 
tactics, international labor struggles, immigrant workers, 
and problems that some union leaders would rather 
keep quiet. Subscribe and receive a copy of ‘Labor 
Notes’ in your mailbox! Subscription information can be 
found at our website at www.labornotes.org 


Niemeijer 


The "Buy American" Aid Package 
By Conn Hallinan 
The recent White House proposal to aid impoverished 


countries if they drop trade barriers and open their 
markets is likely to substantially accelerate the misery 
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index in Latin America and Africa, the main targets of 
the $5 billion plan. 


Entitled the Millennium Challenge Account, the 
administration says it will be doled out to countries like 
Senegal, Ghana, Bolivia, and Honduras if they institute 
"the rule of law," as well as "sound fiscal policies." This 
latter includes free trade for "American goods and 
services." 


But 15 years of free trade and open markets have 
inflicted ruinous damage on poor countries in Latin 
America and Africa. When added to the recently passed 
U.S. Agriculture Bill that increases U.S. export 
subsidies, this plan to tie aid to U.S. political and 
economic rules will likely make an already bad situation 
worse. 


Look at the record. 


Some 15 years of free markets in Latin America has 
produced an anemic growth rate of 1.5%, far less than 
the 4% required to alleviate poverty. The wreckage 
caused by neoliberalism is strewn across the continent: 
Argentina recently defaulted on its international debt; 
Brazil is wresting with a currency crisis brought on by 
debt; Uruguay's economy is teetering; Chile has an 
unemployment rate frozen at 10%; Bolivia, Peru, and 
Ecuador are deeply in economic crisis and sundered by 
social unrest. 


In Latin America and elsewhere, America's misguided 
economic policies--privatization of government-owned 
companies and services, abolishment controls on 
financial flows, and rapid trade liberalization including 
reduced protection for local farmers--are being blamed 
for rising economic and social problems. Yet these are 
the very same policies that poor countries are now 
being challenged to enforce if they want U.S. 
"millennium aid." 


In Guatemala, the UN World Food Program says that 
17% of children under five suffer from severe 
malnutrition, and chronic hunger has increased by a 
third throughout Central America. 


The White House touts the new plan as a "bonus" over 
and above regular U.S. aid program, which certainly 
needs a boost. The U.S. aid program has been steadily 
dropping--with the rate of U.S. per capita development 
assistance among the lowest among Western nations. 
But administration officials told the New York Times that 
the proposal might spark cuts in "other forms of foreign 
assistance." Given that the administration is facing its 
own major debt problems, plus a possible war with Iraq, 
U.S. economic aid spending, already at a record 50- 
year low, will likely face new cuts. 


Clearly, the U.S. aid program needs reforming if it is to 
help reverse the alarming increases in the indices of 
world poverty and hunger. But the Challenge 
Millennium Account is more of the same failed 
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approach to development aid. It will force desperately 
poor nations to compete for an aid pittance--$5 billion is 
the cost of 3 %2 B-2 Stealth bombers--and obligate them 
to institute policies that are already impoverishing them. 


Contact for this article : connm@cats.ucsc.edu. Conn 
Hallinan, is provost at the University of California at 
Santa Cruz and a foreign policy analyst for FPIF. 


From a Foreign Policy in Focus Global Affairs 
Commentary, available at: 
http://www. fpif.org/commentary/2002/0211aid.htm! 


Bush in Mauritius 
From Ashok Subron, sashok@intnet.mu 
Dear Friends at ATTAC 


Do you know that President Bush is due to come to 
Mauritius in January next year in the context the AGOA 
Business and Head of States Forum? We are trying to 
prepare a nice "welcome" for him. 


Some 20 organisations have united to form a Platform 
called PA-BUSH and to launch the Parallel Peoples' 
Forum Initiative. We are part of this Platform. In this 
context we are circulating a Common African Peoples' 
Organisations Declaration. 


As an organisation who had representative in the first 
ATTAC meeting in Paris and as a reader of your 
newsletter, we will very appreciate it if you could 
circulate this Declaration to all your contacts to be 
endorsed. 


A few US-based Foundations like the Foundation for 
Democracy are trying to organise a pseudo-NGO 
parallel Forum to the AGOA Business Forum here and 
undermine the People's Forum. It seems they have 
huge amount of money to corrupt African NGO's to 
collude to the AGOA Business Forum. So endorsement 
of the Declaration by African organisations will be a 
very important campaign tool for us here. 


For any further info please do not hesitate to get into 
contact with Lalit (c/o Ashok Subron or Rajni Lallah or 
Alain Ah-Vee). 

Relying on your solidarity. 

Ashok Subron 

for Lalit 


Declaration of Peoples' Organisations in Africa 
On the occasion of the AGOA Forum being held in 


Mauritius in January 2003, we, organisations of Africa, 
resolutely protest against Bush administration policies 





that are attacking peoples' rights in our respective 
countries and in Africa. In particular, 


We oppose economic and political conditions being 
imposed by the US on African States in exchange for 
access to the US market, through the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act (AGOA) which is equivalent to a 
new form of colonisation; 


We oppose the US war-drive and the use or threat of 
military intervention to further US economic and political 
interests much as in the case of Iraq, and in the 
continued US collusion in the aggression against the 
Palestinian people; 


We oppose military bases in Africa such the one on 
Diego Garcia (part of the Chagos archipelago excised 
from Mauritius and “depopulated” by the UK and US to 
install a military base there and the US blocking all 
international initiatives for peace in the region); 


We denounce the US refusal to sign the Kyoto 
Agreement when it is companies of the US that produce 
a quarter of the world's “hot house” gases; 


We denounce the US refusing to adhere to 
internationally-recognised Human Rights Covenants 
and Conventions including the non-acceptance of the 
UN Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 
its refusal to be monitored under the UN Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, its failure to ratify most of the 
ILO Conventions, its failure to ratify the UN Declaration 
on the Rights of the Child, its refusal to be part of the 
International Criminal Court and constant undermining 
of the ICC, and its sabotage of the UN Conference 
against Racism held in 2001 in Durban; 


We denounce the US's leading role in imposing 
corporate globalisation worldwide through Washington- 
based institutions such as the IMF and World Bank, 
through its domination of the WTO, through laws such 
as AGOA, and through military threats. 


On the basis of this platform, we support the Peoples' 
Forum being organised parallel to the official AGOA 
forum, the AGOA Business Forum and the AGOA NGO 
Forum being organised mainly by Washington-based 
organisations such as the “Constituency for Africa” and 
the “Foundation for Democracy in Africa” specifically set 
up to integrate Africa into the global capitalist economy. 


To endorse this declaration : please fax your name, 
address, email, signature to Lalit, member of the 
People’ Forum initiative: Tel/fax: (230) 208-2132, (230) 
- 208-2132 Email: lalmel@intnet.mu 


(*) coorditrad@atiac.org is the email address of an international group of volunteers who coordinate 700 
translators worldwide. You can be part of this group and share your language expertise by helping us publish 
articles and documents. Just contact them for further details. 


